THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
the demand for a more just and humane distribution
of the goods of this earth is a moral demand, that social-
ism, in short, is a moral end, they declare it to be a logical
necessity and their political theory is called " scientific "
socialism.    Now, theoretical knowledge and practical
activity are essentially different and realise themselves
on   different   planes.     Science   is   theoretical,   politics
practical,  activity.    A  man  may  found  his  political
activity on scientific experience or make use of scientific
knowledge in his political activity ; but scientific experi-
ence belongs of necessity to the past and all knowledge
is based on past experience; nobody can base his political
theory on future experience which has not yet been made.
Future historical development is hidden from our
sight and from our knowledge.   We do not know whether
a socialist or communist order of society will be intro-
duced in many countries or in all;   and we know still
less whether this new society will be durable.   That there
should ever be a time in which there will be no contra-
dictory opinions,   interests  and  systems,   no  conflicts
between men and no parties, is something which we can
hardly imagine, nor do we know whether such a state
would be desirable.   For the small grain of truth in the
doctrine of historical dialectics is that, from the conflict
of contradictory opinions and interests and from their
discussion, there result new knowledge in the theoretical
and new institutions in the practical sphere.   The latter
are invariably the result of conflicting forces, though
this does not imply that they in all cases represent a
solution of existing contradictions.    That, however, is
an age-old experience;   the fact is in striking analogy
to a well-known law of physical science, but has nothing
whatever to do with dialectics.   Whether human nature
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